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There was a 

woman who pro-

claimed it best-

ñTechnique and 

ability alone do 

not get you to the 

top; it is the will 

power that is the 

most important.  

The will power 

you cannot buy 

with money or be 

given by oth-

ersé it rises 

from the heart.ò  

T he s e  we r e 

words from the 

inner wisdom of 

Junko Tabei, 

who was the first 

woman to climb 

Mt. Everest in 

1975.  Through-

out the given 

elements of hu-

man time, there 

are opportunities 

that give way to 

those who want to make the challenge of them.  

    We have followed her across 19,000 miles of travel in the past 

year.  Seen her through the sharp scale of an up and down slope of 

missed and proven opportunities.   Witnessed the intrepid response 

of her keen defense in strategy and skill when the duty was called.  

Admired the showmanship of noticing the rise of her two young 

prodigies who flanked her side.  When the sun rose over the first 

stage of a shoot, we watched it set amidst the number six running of 

the final day among a list of heroing weekends throughout a season 

of wondrous proportions.  She has been compared in writing to old 

generals in the brilliant hindsight of battle.  Photographed and docu-

mented into a cache of stories that hold hardened and emboldened 

truths about what it takes in being a stellar competitor and human 

being.  When it counted, she came through.  When it was needed, 

she provided.  When it became evident that destiny needed to re-

lease itôs blanket for something newé she showed upéand they 

met halfway. 

    On Saturday afternoon of October 24, 2009; Kenda Lenseigne 

crossed the timing line in completion of stage 5 of 6 of the World 

Championship in Amarillo, Texas.  Her position: the top of more 

than 300 other competitors. Her lead: only one tenth of a second 

over the reigning World Champion, Charlie Little. Yet, within the 

dramatic response of an entire week of competition at the mercy of 

split seconds, mishaps and successes,  Kenda came down to the 

final moments of the challenge by leading the entirety of every sin-

gle rider who had entered those destined gates.  With all tribute to 

the irony and ad-

venture of it all, 

the mapmakers of 

fate and harmony 

had navigated her 

to the final show-

down of a future 

crown held com-

pletely in the 

drama of a frac-

tion of a second.   

As time had it, 

Kenda Lenseigne 

succeeded and 

beat all of it.  All 

of everything.  

Before the nine 

oôclock hour that 

night, she became 

the first ever 

woman to win the 

High Overall in a 

World Champion-

ship.  Marking her third High Overall this year in a major ïnot in-

cluding one last yearé this has never been done before by any 

woman in the history of the sport.  For history played a tune to the 

glory of a new found hero that night.  Beneath the humility of what 

it takes for a human being to appreciate their own courageous ac-

complishments, 

should be an 

interior of class, 

dignity, and 

heart.  As we 

have followed 

her along the 

way, we have 

noticed all of 

these facets in 

the presence 

and will she 

provides.  This 

moment in her 

history and in 

ours as we wit-

nessed her ride 

to the top, 

should help us 

realize that she 

deserved all of 

it.  Her success 

goes way back.  

Her study and 

skill and the 

way she shared 

it all with eve-
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Like a soldier preparing for battle, Kenda seeks 
solitude and stillness before entering the arena. 

The key to competition is to remain focused and prepared. 
Kenda strategically plans her run for the Friday night 
finals of the Eliminator and the Pro Class. She won both, 
with the overall fast time in each. 

Some say it was an omen. Kenda ran an 11.111 in 
stage 5, putting her one tenth of a second ahead in 
the overall standings. By this time in the competition 
she has won the 1) Pro, 2) Semi Final Eliminator, 3) 
Eliminator Finals 4) the Ladies 6 class. One more 
stage to go before her High Overall win, winning 1st 
place in 5 events (11.111). 
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ryone who was brave enough to want to be a part of her realm, has 

bolted her to the frontline of gigantic proportions and positive prob-

abilities.  Everything plays a part in the future of a good triumph if 

it is worked for, and challenged. 

  Kenda ran clean and fierce along the pathways of the week from 

stage 1 to 6 of the World Championship.  As the arena lights and 

spectators hovered above the hallowed ground of sticks and bal-

loons, they also watched her through the week take the top overall 

times in the World Eliminator Championship and the World Pro 

Class, edging out the other Cowboys and Cowgirls to making this a 

clean sweep, a trifecta of  victories. 

    Along the walkways of the arena balcony, were the watching 

eyes of some of her sponsors.  Circle Y Saddles, Cimarron Fire-

arms, and Twisted X Boots had received the chance to watch their 

investment speed to glory at the whim of using their product in the 

moment of deed.  Surely, to actually have the opportunity to see the 

trueness of a steadfast professional in a prime of accomplishment is 

a rarity.   

    As the close of a season trails behind and soon finds the way to 

fade into an existence of marbled significance, a new one waits 

along the dawn of another list of goals and yearns.  And somehow, 

we think back to the past year, and the subtle beauty it held in help-

ing us appreciate the simple understanding of loving the one we 

truly need to pick us up, and carry us to our dreams.          . 

 

Noble 

Along the thickness of 

a ground of desires 

and hopes, comes a 

Mighty Wind.  A 

twelve year old geld-

ing with the strength 

of a hidden virtue.  

The courage of a si-

lent star that flares at 

the backdrop of a 

darkened atmosphere 

in search of un-

matched color and 

stamina.  He is the 

source that has been 

chosen to race along 

the streamlines of a 

battleground of yes 

and noôs of technique 

and aptitude.  He is 

the reason why we 

compare animals to 

humans.  Athletes to 

athletes.  He is the 

force of glimmering 

showmanship between 

the sharpened curves 

of an intense barrel 

turn, and the rampage of a lightning fast rundown.  His poise, his 

patience, his mind and his soul find a way to attach themselves to 

the very forefront of the emotional beauty he sheds as a horse with an 

incredible gift of life and perseverance.  There is a rhythm that floats 

to a sheltered tune of amazement when Justin drops his head in 

thought as Kenda climbs upon his back.  It has been witnessedé the 

solace and understanding between the two of them when they become 

a team.  There is silence, and a poetic closing in of the room around 

them when they switch from one world to the next.  There is a beat 

that drums from slow to fast when the walk becomes the run.  The 

thought becomes the reality.  The hustle becomes the speed.  The 

question becomes the answer.  And as sixty balloons hold the past of a 

thousand before themé it is he who holds the key to it all.  To any of 

your horsesé to any of your feelings you have shared with themé 

you will find the way to their souls through their eyes.  As Kenda has 

said before she enters the arenaé there is a pauseé a momenté 
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Kenda and Justin. òIt has been witnessedé the solace and understanding be-
tween the two of them when they become a team.  There is silence, and a poetic 
closing in of the room around them when they switch from one world to the 
next.ó 

òPart of becoming a team is taking the time with my horse to prepare for a 
run.  I believe winning a championship starts from the moment he is sad-
dled the first day to crossing the finish line in the final run.  I insist on 
being the one to spend this silent time with him as part of our strategy. 
Everything I do with him is for a purpose, from grooming to warming up, 
and I approach it with exactly that high respect.ó 

òA horse gallops with its lungs, perseveres with its 
heart, and wins with its characteró ~ Tessio 
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